
 

 

 

 

  From Ship to Shore 

Family FAQs 

BCES  
 

 

Can families volunteer at Berea Community Elementary School? 

Yes, BCES welcomes family volunteers, whether you have time to give every week or for special 

occasions.  Some of the things BCES volunteers do include: 

 Organize school wide events, like Fall Festival 

 Assist with Candy Cane Lane or Field Day 

 Help with Fundraisers 

 Tutor students 

 Help with after school activities 

 Help students care for the school garden 

 Chaperone field trips 

 Assist classroom teachers 

 Spend a WATCH pirate day in the school 

What do volunteers need to do before starting? 

Volunteers must complete a Central Registry Background Check annually, a background check every five 

years, and they must review and renew confidentiality materials every year.   

How have the background checks changed this year? 

The state of Kentucky now requires a Central Registry Check for all volunteers in addition to the regular 

background check completed by FRYSC.  The new law prohibits schools and FRYSCs from paying for 

these background checks. The cost is $10 and must be paid by check or money order. The forms are not 

currently available online. You may get one in our FRYSC office. You can also contact our volunteer 

coordinator, Jenny Hobson, at jenny.hobson@berea.kyschools.us or at 986-4065 during the school day. 

Here’s how the new background checks will work. . If you’re a returning volunteer, you can return the 

form with your $10 check or money order to FRYSC and we will mail it for you. This will let us verify that 

you are ready to volunteer immediately. We will still need to renew your confidentiality training as 

usual.  If you are a new volunteer, please mail the form to the address listed as well as a $10 check or 

money order.  You’ll bring the approved form to the FRYSC when you get it back in the mail so that you 

can start volunteering.  
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What if I cannot pay for my background check? 

Thanks to our Compass Team (PTO) and other community donors, some scholarships for background 

checks are available. You can get one by calling our FRYSC director Diane Smith at 986-1021.  She will be 

the only person to know about your scholarship, and she will keep your information entirely 

confidential. No school staff or volunteers will know that you received a scholarship for your background 

check.  

 

How do I fill out the “old” background check? 

Berea FRYSC continues to pay for the “old” background check as has been true in the past. If you are a 

new volunteer or if it has been more than 5 years since your last background check, you can sign up for 

one online at:  https://bereaky.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx  You can also fill out the form in our FRYSC 

when you are signing up for your “new” background check. 

 

What else do I need to do? 

To get started, print and fill out the next page and return it to school with your child.   Our family 

engagement worker will help you get connected with the volunteer program that best fits you. You can 

also email Jenny at jenny.hobson@berea.kyschools.us or call the school at 986-4065 and leave a 

message.  She is also happy to answer any questions about the process of getting approved. 
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Volunteering at the School 

BCES encourages families to volunteer at school.  Fill out this sheet and return to 

school to get the process started.  

Your Name:  

Phone number: 

Email:  

Your children (list names and grades):  

 

Have you had a background check through the school’s Youth Service Center in the 

last 5 years? (Cirlce One)     Yes    No 

How would you like to volunteer? 

____Classroom parent  

____ WATCH Pirates 

____ Leader in Me/Lighthouse team 

____ Fall Festival Committee 

____ Garden Parent 

____ Cafeteria Volunteer 

____ Tutor 

____ Field Trips 

____ Fundraise 

____ Other  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


